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Michael David 
Loftin couldn’t 
‘stand to just do 
nothing’ about litter 
and graffiti, so he 
co-founded 808 
Cleanups 
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New University of 
Hawaii defensive 
coordinator brings 
a lot of experience 
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The Pulse of Paradise 


ple ahi supply 
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Tamashiro Market owner Guy Tamashiro spoke about the different grades of ahi in the market’s 
chilled case Thursday. At top, fresh ahi is a New Year’s Eve tradition for many in Hawaii. 


By Kristen Consillio 


kconsillio@staradvertisercom 


or New Year’s Eve revel- 
ers snatching up fresh 
ahi for Sunday celebra- 
tions, there appears to 
be enough supply to 
help keep prices down. 
Ann Magusara bought 
13 pounds of ahi Thursday from 
Tamashiro Market in Kalihi for 
her family, who she says believes 
that eating fish will bring prosper- 
ity in 2018. 
“Every year we always have 
fish on our table for New Year’s 
Eve,” she said. “It’s our family’s 


ally expensive and people are 
crazy. This place is going to be 
packed.” 

Market owner Guy Tamashiro 
said the catch has been plentiful, 
which hopefully means prices will 
remain steady at $10.95 to $34.95 
per pound. In past years the low- 
est price was around $15, he said. 
“We're pretty lucky so far. We 
have a lot of fish. That helps keep 
the low end down,” he said Thurs- 
day. “On the high end it’s always a 
ight for the best stuff. There’s 
only so much premium-grade fish 
that’s caught. Those always com- 
mand a much higher price. This 
year, because of the good catches 


a spike in demand changes 
things. 

“We don’t know how it’s going 
to play out. The smart shoppers 
actually shop early because they 
have the best selection,” 
Tamashiro said. “In terms of wait- 
ing until Sunday afternoon, we 
may be out of the least expensive 
ones by then. Right now (Thurs- 
day) demand is not that strong, 
so prices are not that stupid.” 


DEC. 31 is a big deal in Hawaii, 
with many local families popping 
firecrackers and eating sashimi to 
ring in the new year. 

“It’s for good luck,” said 


Mother 
Waldron 
Park 

to close 

for 1 month 


By Dan Nakaso 


dnakaso@staradvertisercom 


The city’s Mother Wal- 
dron Neighborhood Park in 
Kakaako, which has been 
overrun with homeless en- 
campments following the 
closure of neighboring 
state parks, will be shut 
down from Tuesday night 
until Feb. 2 “for mainte- 
nance,” the city announced 
Friday. 

The city said the closure 
will allow a “combination of 
maintenance work and a pi- 
lot project” to test anti-graf- 
fiti surface treatments 
intended to allow the easy 
removal of graffiti by sim- 
ple manual scrubbing. 

An estimated 50 chron- 
ically homeless people who 
were swept out of Kakaako 
Waterfront Park and its sis- 
ter parks two weeks ago 
erected dozens of tents and 
shelters in nearby Mother 
Waldron Park and along 
Pohukaina Street. 


Please see PARK, A4 
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Visit us at 
thecabhawa 
or call us 
for promotional 
Kama‘aina rates! 
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SCAB HS 


has Kama‘aina rates 
for pick-up or drop-off 
at Airport only. 


